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BILL JONES
. Secretary of State
State of California

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 657-2166
"
1500 - II th STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
Voter Registration Hotline
1-800-345-VOTE
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only
1-800-833-8683
e-mail: comments@ss.cagov

December 28, 1999

TO: ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENTS (99320)
FROM:
OANNA M. SOUTHARD
ELECTIONS ANALYST
SUBJECT:

INITIATIVE #873

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title and
Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative measure entitled:

IDENTITY VERIFICATION.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

The proponent of the above-named measure is:

Ron Prince
Post Office Box 5250
Buena Park, CA 90622
(714) 899-9631
' ".
L,-

"Ensuring the integrity of California's election process"
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#873
IDENTITY VERIFICATION.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE

1.

Minimum number of signatures required: ................................................... 670,816
California Constitution, Article II, Section 8(b)

2.

Official Summary Date: ................................................................ Tuesday, 12128/99
Elections Code section (EC§) 336

3.

Petitions Sections:
•

a. First day Proponent can circulate Sections for
signatures (EC §336) ............................................................. Tuesday, 12128/99
•

b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file
with the county. All sections are to be filed at the
same time within each county (EC §336, 9030(a)) ..................... Friday, 5/26/00
c. Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State (EC §9030(b)) .................................... Thursday, 6/8/00
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 5/26/00 the
county has eight working days from the filing of the petition to determine the
total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the
Secretary of State) (EC §9030(b)).
d. Secretary of State determines whether the total number
of signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of
voters meets the minimum number of required signatures,
and notifies the counties (EC §9030(c)) ................................. Saturday, 6/17/00*
e. Last day for county to determine total number of qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State
(EC §9030(d)(e)) ....................................................................... Monday, 7/31/00

* Date varies based on receipt of county certification .
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INITIATIVE #873
Circulating and Filing Schedule continued:

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 6/17/00 the last
day is no later than the thirtieth day after the county's receipt of notification).
(EC §9030(d)(e)).
f.

If the signature count is more than 461,003 or less than
398,139 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as
qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the signature
count is between 398,139 and 461,003 inclusive, then the
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random
sampling technique to determine the validity of all
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031 (a)) ..................................... Thursday, 8/10/00*

g. Last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State
(EC §9031 (b)(c)) ......................................................................... Friday, 9/22100
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 8/10/00, the
last day is no kiter than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt of
notification). EC §9031 (b)(c).
h. Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare
the petition sufficient (EC §9031 (d); 9033) .............................. Tuesday, 9/26/00*

•

** Date varies based upon receipt of county certification.
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IMPORTANT POINTS

•

California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered
on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure
for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be used to create or add to
mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, including fund raising or requests for
support. Any such misuses constitutes a crime under California law. Elections
Code section 18650; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 123 Cal. App. 3d 825, 177
Cal. Rptr. 621; 63 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 37 (1980).

•

Please refer to Elections Code sections 100,101,104,9001, 9008, 9009, 9021,
and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in printing, typing and
otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circulation. Please send a copy
ot the petition after you have it printed. This copy is not for our review or
approval, but to supplement our file.

•

Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. A
brief summary is attached for your reference.

•

When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the official
title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this
title will assist elections officials in referencing the proper file.

•

When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall include the
name or names of the persons filing the petition.

•

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide a blank
petition for elections official use.

Enclosures

•

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General

1300 I STREET. SUITE I:

P.O. BOX 9442~

SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550
Public: (916) 445-9555

Facsimile: (916) 323-2137
(9 I 6) 324-5490

December 28, 1999

Bill Jones
Secretary of State
1500 - 11 th Street, 5th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814
RE:
SUBJECT:

,
FILE NO:

FILED
In the office of the Secretary of Stat.
of the State of Califomia

DEC 2 81999
BILL Junt~,

Secretary

INITIA TIVE TITLE AND SUMMARY
IDENTITY VERIFICATION. INITIATIVE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
SA 1999RF0059

Dear Mr. Jones:
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 9004 and 336 of the Elections Code, you are hereby
notified that on this day we mailed our title and summary to the proponent of the aboveidentified proposed initiative.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponent, a copy of our title and
summary, a declaration of service thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records. the name and address of the proponent
is as stated on the declaration of service.
Sincerely.
c....:..-'

ta nt. '--~

DIANE CALKINS
Initiative Coordinator
For
DC:tk
Enclosures

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General

,
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Date: December 28, 1999
File No.: SA1999RF0059

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chit!f
purposes and points of the proposed measure:
•

IDENTITY VERIFICATION. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AJ.\1ENDMENT. Amends
Constitution to require Department of Justice to verify identity of applicants for driver's licenses
or state or local public benefits; require providers of public benefits to verify lawfulness of
applicant's presence in the United States; preclude state or local public benefits for any alien
classified ineligible under federal law; require sponsors to reimburse state or local government

'.
for benefits paid to a sponsored alien; require schools to determine lawfulness of pupils' presence
in the United States; require state and local agents and agencies to report suspected violations of
immigration laws to federal authorities. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and
Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: Increased costs to state and
local governments (including schools) to verify citizenship or immigration status of students,
parents, persons seeking health care and social services, and persons who are arrested. Annual
costs could potentially be in the tens of millions of dollars

to

over 5100 million. Potential

•

savings to state and local governments (primarily counties), of over 5100 million annually, due
to reduced expenditures for certain public benefits.
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RON PRINCE

•

Post Office Box 5250
Buena Park, California 90622
Tel: (714) 899-9631 Fa'{: (714) 899-3661

NOV - 2 1999
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE

November 1, 1999

Ms. Diane Calkins
Initiative Coordinator
Office of the Attorney General
th
1300 "1',' Street, 17 Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Diane,
Enclosed herewith, please find my proposed initiative measure and check for $200.00.
Because the proposed measure will result in costs and also cost savings to the State, a
fiscal analysis will be necessary.
Please prepare a title and summary for the measure at your earliest opportunity.

Thank you for your assistance.

...--. -

Sincerely,

Ron Prince
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This initiative measure is submitted to the people in accordance with the provisions of Article II,
Section 8 of the Constitution.
This initiative measure expressly amends the Constitution by adding a section thereto; therefore, new
provisions proposed to be added are printed in italic type to indicate that they are new.

PROPOSED LAW
SECTION 1. Title
This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Save Our State" Amendment.
SECTION 2. Findings and declaration
The People of California find that illegal immigration is increasing in spite of efforts by
the Federal govenunent to secure the border. California, which already has 40% of the
nation's illegal population, is still offering incentives for others to come here illegally by
providing public benefits for them regardless of their immigration status. 1bis conflict
with Federal immigration policy is. undexmining the integrity of American citizenship,
and it is the cause of a growing disrespect for our borders which will eventually weaken
the bonds of national unity. Therefore, the People of California declare that the public
interest of the State requires all public agencies within the State to cooperate with Federal
objectives to stop illegal immigration.
•

•

SECTION 3. Verifying applications for public benefits
Article XVI A is added to the Constitution to read:

Article XVI A Verifying Applications for Public Benefits
Section 1. Verification of identity and eligibility
It is a compelling government interest to remove the incentive for illegal immigration
provided by the availability of public benefits. Neither the State nor any of its political
subdivisions shall contradict the objectives of Federal immigration policy, nor shall they
provide any State or local public benefit, as defined in Title 8 of the United States Code,
to any alien classified as ineligible for Federal public benefits by that Code. Therefore,
all agencies of the State and its political subdivisions, which are responsible for the
administration of State and local public benefits, shall verify the identity of each
applicant for such benefits and that the applicant is eligible for benefits in accordance
with this article.
Section 2. Verification services
It is a public policy of the State. binding upon all of its agencies and political
subdivisions, to prevent the distribution of public benefits to any person who is not
eligible for such benefits and aid in the discovery of welfare fraud. Therefore, the State
shall establish, within the Department of Justice, a Document Verification Bureau. The
Document Verification Bureau shall provide information necessary to verify the identity
of any applicant for or any recipient of a State or local public benefit; such information
shall be provided expeditiously to any agent or agency of the State or its political
subdivisions and may be used to determine if the applicant or recipient is eligible for
benefits in accordance with this article.
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Section 3. Additional verification requirements
To prevent fraudulent applications for public benefits and related crimes, additional
verification procedures shall be required as follows:
(a) The State shall verify the· identity of all applicants for California driver's
licenses and identification cards and that the applicant's presence in the
United States is authorized under Federal law.
(b) All law enforcement agencies of the State and its political subdivisions shall
verify the identity of each person who is arrested and taken into custody by the
agency, and that the arrestee's presence in the United States is authorized
under Federal law.
Section 4. Accounting ofpublic funds
It is a responsibility of government to protect public funds from waste and it is a
fundamental right of taxpayers to know how public funds are spent, therefore:
(a) Any agency of the State or its political subdivisions which provided any
means-tested public benefit to a sponsored alien, as defined in Federal law,
shall recover the cost of such benefit from the sponsor, to the extent allowed
and through the procedures provided under Federal law.
(b) Any school which receives an allocation from the State School Fund shall
determine, to the fullest extent allowed under Federal law, the number of
students enrolled at the school whose presence in the United States is not
authorized under Federal law
Section 5. Application and enforcement
The provisions of this article shall be enforced uniformly without regard to race, religion,
gender, ethnicity, or national origin. Any violation of Federal immigration law,
discovered by any agent or agency of the State or its political subdivisions pursuant to
Section I, 2, or 3 of this article, shall be reported to Federal immigration authorities. All
enumerations made pursuant to Section 4 of this article shall be reported quarterly to the
State Board of Education, which shall accumulate the enumerations in an annuatreport
h
to the Legislature on or before the 3d day of June. Any person who is a resident of the
State shall have standing in any court of record to bring suit against any agent or agency
of the State or its political subdivisions to remedy any violation of any provision of this
amendment, including but not limited to an action for mandamus. Courts of record shall
give preference to actions brought under [his article over other civil actions or
proceedings pending in [he court.

SECTION 4. Se:verability
If any provision of this amendment or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect any other provision or
application of the amendment which can be given effect without the invalid provision or
application, and to that end the provisions of this amendment are severable .
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